
  

On Wednesday, 12 March our 
Year 10 Drama students had the 
exciting opportunity to attend a 
live performance of Blood    
Brothers at the Liverpool Empire 
Theatre. This trip was an integral 
part of their course studies, 
offering them a unique, firsthand 
experience of the play in       
preparation for their upcoming 
lessons. 
 
The performance was a           
resounding success, leaving    
students eager to dive deeper 
into the themes of the play after 
Easter. Blood Brothers, set 
against the backdrop of          
England's social divides and class 
differences from the 1960s to 
the 1980s, provided invaluable 
context to their studies. 

A special highlight of the trip was 
the chance to meet Sean Jones, 
who plays Mickey Johnstone, 
one of the main characters.     
 
Students had the opportunity to 
ask him questions about his   
experience in the role and his 
journey as an actor. It was an 
inspiring moment for all          
involved! 
 
We would like to extend our 
thanks to the students for their 
impeccable behaviour through-
out the trip.  
 
We look forward to more         
exciting opportunities for our 
Drama students in the near     
future! 

Issue 12 

Welcome to Issue 12 of the newsletter.  It is a pleasure to be updating you on another strong fortnight across the 
school.  This week we are pleased to share with you our Year 10 Drama Trip, Tom’s Talks, Treasure Hunt Winners and  
Sixth Form congratulations. I hope you enjoy reading what we have been up to.  Have an enjoyable and no doubt  
well-earned weekend.  



 

On Thursday of this week, we welcomed 
motivational speaker Tom Dickinson from 
‘Tom’s Talks’ into school to speak with all 
of our Year 9, 10 and 11 students.  
 
After tragically losing his brother to suicide after a long 
battle with substance abuse and depression, Tom 
shared his personal experiences of the impact of drugs 
and alcohol upon his brother and family life, and the 
impact of grief and depression upon him as he struggled 
to cope with such a significant life event following his 
loss. Tom’s personal story and talks of self motivation 
and resilience captivated students whilst promoting and 
encouraging our school value of ‘Endeavour’. 
 
Tom spoke passionately about breaking the stigma 
around mental health and encouraged our young      
people to talk openly about the subject and how to        
recognise those who are struggling and offer support.  
 

He discussed a range of practical self-help strategies and 
advice to promote positive mental health amongst 
young people and shared the impact of social media in 
creating unrealistic expectations and developing a 
‘comparison’ culture. Tom echoed many of the         
messages we share with young people through our work 
in school reinforcing the same messages but in a very 
raw and relatable way. 
 
During the afternoon, Tom delivered workshops to a 
group of Year 10 and 11 students which encouraged 
students to think about their future goals and habits and 
routines they can implement now, which will help them 
to work towards achieving them. In the workshop Tom 
spoke about resilience, not being afraid to fail, about 
delayed gratification and controlling the controllables 
and so much more! 



 

 

A huge congratulations to Oliver, Kalia, and   
Nicole for their winning entries in the Teacher 
Treasure Hunt!  
 
These students showed exceptional enthusiasm as they     
embarked on a thrilling search throughout the school to find 
the thirty staff members adorned with a Wolfreton Canon 
book sticker. 
 
As part of our World Book Day celebrations, this challenge 
has sparked some serious inspiration! Our students are now 
feeling motivated to pick their next book from the Wolfreton 
Canon. It's the perfect time to dive into a new adventure, 
explore exciting genres, and share our love for reading. 
 
Well done again to our winners. 
 
Happy reading! 

The Goldfish Boy 
 
Matthew Corbin suffers from severe obsessive compulsive disorder. He 
hasn't been to school in weeks. His hands are cracked and bleeding from 
cleaning. He refuses to leave his bedroom.  
 
To pass the time, he observes his neighbours from his bedroom window, 
making mundane notes about their habits as they bustle about the      
cul-de-sac. When a toddler staying next door goes missing, it becomes 
apparent that Matthew was the last person to see him alive.  
 
Suddenly, Matthew finds himself at the centre of a high-stakes mystery, 
and every one of his neighbours is a suspect. Matthew is the key to    
figuring out what happened and potentially saving a child's life... but is 
he able to do so if it means stepping out from the safety of his home? 



 

We would like to take this opportunity to highlight an important new research report 
from the Department of Education titled 'The Link Between Attendance and Attainment 
in an Assessment Year.' The findings of this report reinforce what we have always be-
lieved – regular school attendance is a key factor in student success.  
 

Higher Attendance = Higher Achievement: Students with consistently high attendance are significantly more   

likely to achieve better results in their assessments. To quote the report ‘At KS4, students who attended school 

nearly every day in Year 11 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.9 times more likely to achieve the Grade 

5 in GCSE English and Maths, compared to students who only attended 90-95% of the time (relating to up to 2 

weeks more time in school over the course of a year) ...... This means missing just 10 days of Year 11 reduced the 

likelihood of achieving grade 5 in English and Maths by around 50%’ 

 

We are in the middle of our ‘Eggcellent Attendance’ initiative, if students achieve 100% attendance for the last 

four weeks of this half term, they will receive a Cadbury’s Creme Egg and 25 house points. 

 

Thank you for your continued support in making attendance a top priority. If you have any concerns or need    

assistance in improving your child's attendance, please don't hesitate to reach out to us. 

Last week,  7AAY tutor group had a        
well-deserved treat to celebrate their 
amazing achievements.  
 
As a reward for maintaining a positive attitude,          
including no negative comments, they were given 
some special free time during their tutor period.  
 
The students enjoyed a hot chocolate and biscuits 
all shared with their friends. It was the perfect way 
to recognise their hard work and positive            
behaviour.  
 
Congratulations and keep up the great work! 



 

 

 

 

Last week, our students took part in an innovative 
and fun virtual reality Bikeability session!  
 
Over the course of an hour, they learned essential biking skills, 
including proper bike positioning, road safety, and how to make 
quick, smart decisions while cycling. 
 
The session was packed with interactive challenges that tested 
their ability to stay safe and make the right choices in different 
biking scenarios. This engaging virtual experience not only made 
learning enjoyable but also helped boost confidence and build   
important road safety skills for the future. 
 
We look forward to more exciting, hands-on experiences that    
empower our students with knowledge and skills for safe and    
confident cycling! 
 
Further information regarding cycling 
safety can be found at 
the end of this Newsletter. 

We are thrilled to announce that our Year 7 
rugby team triumphed in the first round of 
the Yorkshire Plate on Wednesday, 12 
March.   
 
Mr Marshall reported that the team gave an                
outstanding performance, securing a 26-8 victory over 
Archbishop Sentamu Academy. 
 
The players showcased their dedication, teamwork, and 

skill, making it an exciting match from start to finish. 
With each try and tackle, they proved their                  
determination to continue on the road to victory in this 
prestigious competition. 
 
Congratulations to the team for their hard work and 
commitment, and best of luck as they move forward in 
the tournament! 
 
Keep an eye out for more updates as we follow their 
journey through the Yorkshire Plate. 



 

 

 

During the summer term of the last academic year, all schools in The Consortium      
Academy Trust Community committed to adopting the guiding principles of our Trust 
Teaching and Learning Framework.  
 
This framework reflects the best of the research-informed practices in education, and is used by our teachers to 
continually improve our ambitious curriculum, maximising learning and outcomes for Wolfreton students.   
  
In this week’s newsletter, we are focusing the framework area of retrieval practice at Wolfreton, supporting     
students with their learning and progress.  
  
Retrieval practice actively involves recalling information from memory. The principle behind retrieval practice is 
simple – the more times a learner recalls facts, concepts or events from memory, the more likely it will be that the 
information becomes stored in their long-term memory.  
  
Once the information is in the long-term memory, it can be recalled easily and applied in lots of different ways.  
  
Most often, our students experience retrieval practice at the start of a lesson so the teacher can deal with any  
misconceptions before learning moves on. However, retrieval practice can occur at any point in a lesson where 
teachers need to check understanding before building on knowledge further.  



 

 

 

At Wolfreton, our subject areas have an approach to retrieval practice that best supports learning in their         
specialist area.  
  
For example, Science lessons begin with a ‘Quick 6’ activity.  Students are given six short answer questions where 
they have to recall facts they have learnt in previous lessons. In Maths, students are given four problems to solve 
which they learned about ‘Last lesson; last week; last topic and last term’.  
 
Retrieval practice could focus more on the application or use of knowledge. This example from a GCSE History 
lesson is challenging students to use increasingly wide-ranging knowledge to score more points. This                
wide-ranging knowledge helps to achieve the highest GCSE grades.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For retrieval practice to have the most impact on progress, students MUST recall from their own memory. This 
sometimes puts them in what’s called ‘the struggle zone’, meaning students will have to think hard and deeply to 
recall and use prior knowledge. It sometimes means that students will get something wrong, however that’s part 
of the process! If a student does get something wrong, they will get feedback about why it’s wrong. The correct 
information is then more likely to be stored in the long-term memory.  
  
In a recent survey of our students, 91% told us that their teachers at Wolfreton planned activities to help them 
retrieve what they’ve learned. We are delighted that the majority of our students recognise that retrieval practice 
is happening in their classrooms, and we will continue to develop this essential element of learning further.  
  
Please speak to your child about retrieval practice and how it helps them in the classroom.  
 



 

 

We are incredibly proud to share that on Saturday 8 March, Georgia, one of our Year 
12 students took a selfless step to make a real difference.    
 
Georgia donated an impressive 17.5 inches of her hair to The Little Princess Trust Charity. 
 
Not only did Georgia give a generous gift, but she also raised an outstanding £600 through her JustGiving page, 
which will go towards supporting the charity’s work. 
 
Georgia would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the sixth form students and teachers who supported 
her, sponsored her, and helped make this donation possible. Your encouragement and generosity are deeply 
appreciated! 
 
We couldn’t be more proud of Georgia’s courage and compassion in making such a positive impact in the lives 
of children in need. 



 

Rewards earned by each House since the start of the year: 

 

 



 

836E32D407A7F6C865AB82B7D884914B.pdf  

https://www.consortiumtrust.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/836E32D407A7F6C865AB82B7D884914B.pdf


 



 



 


